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Department for Children, 
Young People and Culture 

3 Knowsley Place
Duke Street
Bury BL9 0EJ
www.bury.gov.uk

Electronic or fax service of

Legal Documents is not accepted

Dear Director 

Services Available to Looked After Children Placed in Bury by Other Local Authorities

The Department of Children, Young People and Culture in Bury are writing to notify you of the services that are available for any looked after child or young person who are placed in our area by other Local Authorities.  This letter sets out the process for notifying us of the placement of a child in Bury, information about accessing universal services and contact information for our Children in Care Council.

We hope that this information will be useful to you and to your staff when considering a placement within Bury.  It includes information to assist your professional staff to understand and access the range of services that are available to children and young people residing in the borough.  It also sets out the process by which Bury Council should be consulted and notified of any planned placement in the borough where such a placement would be a ‘distant placement’ by your Local Authority. 

Please disseminate this information to relevant professionals within your Social Care service.  It would also be helpful if you would also pass on this information to any of your foster carers that live within the Bury area.

It would also be useful to receive similar information and contact details about services and opportunities available to Bury Looked After Children who are placed in your local authority.

Notifications 

In line with the 2014 amendments to the Care Planning, Placement and Case Review (England) Regulations 2010, if you are planning on placing a child or young person in Bury from another Local Authority which is ‘at a distance’ you should consult with us. 

All notifications of Looked After Children placed in Bury should be sent to: notifications@bury.gcsx.gov.uk  

Changes of address and notifications of Looked After Children leaving Bury should also be sent to this address, so that we can update our records. 
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Bury Services Available to LAC

Consultation Prior to Placement

If you are planning to place a child or young person within the Bury area, you are required to consult with us prior to the placement.  It is important to do so because  we will have local knowledge that will help you to decide whether to make the placement or not.

Please contact Bart Popelier, our Strategic Lead, prior to placement at:

Secure Email: 
notifications@bury.gcsx.gov.uk
Address: 
18/20 St Mary’s Place Bury BL9 0DZ
Telephone: 
0161 253 5294
Out of Hours: 
0161 253 6606.  
If, following consultation with Bury Council, you decide to place a child or young person within Bury you must notify us.  The contact details are the same as those listed above.

In particular, your notification should include any specific risks or vulnerabilities, including child sexual exploitation or patterns of missing or absent behaviours.  Your notification should also have details of your Emergency Duty Team or Out of Hours arrangements.

When we receive your notifications we will record the information received on our Children’s Social Care Case Management System.  We will also forward the information onto the following relevant agencies.   
· Health 

Looked After Children Specialist Nurse
· Education 

Virtual School for Looked After Children, Bury Council

· Children’s Centre 
FIS Team Bury Council

· Police 


Missing Persons Co-ordinator Bury Police

Please ensure that we are also notified of any changes of address at the end of a placement so that we can update our records.

Early Years, Childcare and Nursery Provision/Children’s Centres

Our Families Information Service (FIS) is a free and impartial service which provides information and advice to help choose the childcare that best suits the needs of the child. 
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Bury Services Available to LAC

Looked After Children aged 2, 3 or 4 are entitled to 15 hours free childcare for 38 weeks a year in: 

• 
nursery schools 

• 
nurseries on school sites 

• 
nursery classes in schools and academies 

• 
day nurseries 

• 
some playgroups and pre-school 

• 
childminders 

Some two year olds with SEND, or who meet the deprivation criteria, may also be eligible for a funded education placement. 

Children's Centres in Bury support children aged 0-5, parents, carers and childcare providers to help ensure that Bury children are given the best opportunities at their most crucial time for development during the first 5 years of their lives.  Bury Sure Start Children's Centres offer lots of useful different services for you and your family to access locally.  The services range from ante-natal care from Midwives to Fun Play and Stay sessions.  Each Centre has a timetable of sessions and each also provides an outreach Family Support Service in the home to engage with all families in the community.  For more information about the providers in our area, please contact the FIS on 0161 253 5941 or visit our website www.bury.gov.uk/Fis.   
Education

The Virtual School helps maintain the register of all LAC places in Bury from other Local Authorities, helping to ensure education placement decisions are made in timely fashion.

The CYPiC Education team is co-located with the Social Care teams and is able to offer advice and information about school admission procedures and referrals to the In-Year-Fair-Access Panel for High school admissions.

The Virtual school team will work in partnership with other Local Authorities and local schools to ensure that all children and young people in care are appropriately placed.  The Virtual Head can be contacted on m.c.holmes@bury.gov.uk and the Virtual School has a secure email address for the transfer of child-level information VirtualSchool@bury.gcsx.gov.uk.
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Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
All settings, schools and colleges in Bury offer inclusive provision for children with SEND.  The majority of children and young people with SEND will have their needs met within the resources available within an early years setting, school or college.  Bury has specialist support services that can advise and support settings on meeting the needs of children and young people with SEND including children with sensory, physical, medical, communication and interaction, speech and language, and cognition and learning needs.  The Educational Psychology Service offers consultation, support and training to all schools and settings in Bury. 

A small number of children and young people in Bury will need additional support through the provision of a statement of SEN or an Education Health and Care Plan (EHC).  The additional support that this will provide may be additional staffing or equipment in a mainstream school, placement in a resourced provision or a placement in a Special School.  If a child or young person is moving into Bury with a statement or an EHC plan the SEN Team should be notified by ringing 0161 253 5969 or by emailing the senteam@bury.gov.uk.

Further information about all the services available to children and young people with SEND are available on Bury’s local offer website at The Bury Directory.

Health Services

Bury offers a range of universal, targeted and specialist health services for children who are Looked After.


Through arrangements between the originating Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) and the responsible CCG, all children who are Looked After will be offered Initial Health Assessments with a paediatrician.  Review Health Assessments will be offered in line with national guidance and are conducted by the most relevant health professional for the individual child.  This may be a paediatrician, Health Visitor, School Nurse or the Designated Nurse for Looked After Children (young people 16-18 years).  On the basis of the resulting health plans, children will then be signposted to any additional services to meet their particular health needs.
Looked After Children - Health Team can be contacted on 0161 762 7351 or childrenincare.bury@nhs.net.
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Bury Services Available to LAC

Youth Justice Service

Bury and Rochdale provide a combined Youth Offending Service which works with young people in the criminal justice system between the ages of 10 and 18 who are convicted by a Court and placed under our statutory supervision.  We also provide triage services to divert young people from statutory intervention and support the Police with programmes to accompany Youth Cautions and Conditional Cautions.  For further information or discuss a request to care-take a case, please contact 01706 925353 and speak to a Duty Manager. 

The Children in Care Council for Bury

The Children in Care Council is a group of looked after young people and care leavers. 

The Children in Care Council is for age 11+ who meet twice a month to support each other, build friendships, look at issues that affect the wider populace of Looked After Children, and what positive changes they can make to effect change for Looked After Children in Bury.  Every six weeks young people from the Children in Care Council attend Bury’s Corporate Parenting Board, which gives them the opportunity to speak directly to the Director of Children’s Services, the Assistant Director Social Care & Safeguarding, Lead Member and many key Councillors, to tell them what is going well for them and other looked after young people, to raise any key issues they have found and ask for support to change this.  Bury’s Children in Care Council also hold consultation events with key teams within the Authority, this enables them to look at how they engage with young people, and how they involve them in decisions.  The Children in Care Council also invite the Lead Member of the Corporate Parenting Board and the Assistant Director Social Care & Safeguarding to their meetings at least twice a year. 

The Junior Children in Care Council age 5-11 meet in the school holidays, for a fun day involving lots of craft activities, this is a great way to consult with a younger age range, and the young people seem to get a lot out of it.

You can find out more about the Children in Care Council at www.burychildrenincarecouncil.bury.gov.uk  If you would like to become a member of the Children in Care Council please contact us at ChildrenInCare@bury.gov.uk or contact Mike Nichols, on 0161 253 6339.

Safeguarding Children who go Missing  

Bury has an operational group, comprising of Practice/Senior Managers from Police and Local Authority Children Services, which meet to share information on children and young people who have been notified as missing and may be considered vulnerable.  The group shares intelligence, analyses data and monitors risk for children living in Bury.  The Bury Missing from home coordinator for the Police is Susan Wallace, tel: 0161 856 5590.
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Bury Services Available to LAC

Bury would expect Social Workers from the placing authority to complete a risk assessment and actions to be taken in the event that children placed in Bury are absent or missing.  If the Risk assessment indicates that going missing and /or being absent from care is a factor, the Social Worker should provide two recent photographs of the young person (face and fully body length) to be provided to the Police, should the child/young person subsequently go missing/absent. 

The allocated Social Worker for the child, in your area, will be notified of any missing episode and asked to share information gained from a return interview.  If your Local Authority has concerns that any child placed is at risk from being missing, vulnerable or exploited please provide information so that it can be shared with the group and used to update planning.  A Missing from Home and Care protocol has been developed by the LSCB.

If you are from a Local Authority that is at great distance from Bury and would like assistance with this, then please contact Bury Children's Rights Services on 0161 253 6339.  This request must be made to the Manager of the Children’s Rights Service who will look at work capacity to see if the MFH interview can be completed within a reasonable timescale. The agreement is only for 1 MFH return interview for the same child, anything over this has to be agreed with senior management and there will be a cost involved which is looked at on a case by case basis.  Please note that Bury Children's Services is not resourced to meet the needs of children who are placed in Bury by other Local Authorities.  

Safeguarding Children who may be at Risk of Child Sexual Exploitation

Bury has a co-located Social Care Child/Police & Multi-Agency Sexual Exploitation Team named Bury Phoenix Team, a specialist service which is responsible for undertaking risk assessments of children believed to be at risk of sexual exploitation.  If the child is believed to be at risk of child sexual exploitation and at possible risk of significant harm, a Section 47 enquiry will be undertaken in line with the BSCB procedures.  If possible offences have taken place, police investigations will commence.  Multi-agency information sharing will take place within the Child Sexual Exploitation planning meeting which will develop a multi-agency plan in line with the identified risks.

The team is overseen by the MASH manager.  Oversight and governance for the Bury Phoenix Team is placed with the Bury Safeguarding Children’s Board through the Child Sexual Exploitation Strategy Group and through its quality assurance framework.  Further information can be obtained by contacting notifications@bury.gcsx.gov.uk or tel: 0161 253 5294.
- 7 –

22 April 2015

Bury Services Available to LAC

We hope this information is useful in supporting professionals to access support for Looked After Children who are place in Bury.  Please contact us if there is any further information you require or that you feel would be useful to include in this overview of services.  Please also contact us if you find any of the above links are not working, so we can rectify this.

Yours sincerely  
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Mark Carriline
Executive Director 
Children, Young People and Culture

Our Ref		MC/BP


Your Ref		


Date			


Please ask for		Bart Popelier


Direct Line		0161 253 6109


Direct Fax		0161 253 6011
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Mark Carriline


Executive Director of Children, Young People and Culture











