BURY EARLY YEARS SPEECH LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION
PATHWAY GUIDANCE

Guidance : Last updated January 2024
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What is the Early Years Speech language and Communication Pathway?

e The pathway is a multi-agency approach to supporting speech, language, and communication (SLC) for
early years children in Bury.

e It is a supportive resource that is available to guide any professional working with children 0-5, or any
parent/carer of a child aged 0-5.

e The pathway will help children gain access to the support they need when they need it.

. It also contains a range of preventative and early intervention approaches to support early language
and communication development.

Why has the pathway been developed?

Quote: “The first years of life are vital in giving every child the best start, with speech, language, and
communication skills an important indicator of child wellbeing. These skills shape a child’s ability to learn,
develop friendships and their future life chances.” Best start in speech, language, and communication:
Guidance to support local commissioners and service leads-October 2020 (PHE)

v' To intervene early and help children to be more prepared and ready for school, particularly those from
socially disadvantaged families.

v To ensure that Bury children have the best start in life.

v' To support and empower the early years workforce with their key role in joint working with other
professionals in Bury to help close the word gap.

v' To reduce some of the demand on specialist services.
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v To coordinate the expertise of services across Bury supporting children and families with SLC needs.
The pathway is separated into 3 key areas of support: Universal Offer, Targeted Offer, and the
Specialist Offer. Children can be supported in more than one area at a time.

Bury Early Years Speech, Language and Communication Universal Offer - This section of the pathway
details the support, guidance and resources that are available for every child in Bury. This includes services
from:

Bolton Midwifery Team- Postcode cover-BL8/BL0/M26
North Manchester Midwifery Team-Postcode cover-BL9/M45/M25. The team provide evidence-based
information on how to support babies’ general development. Including talking to your bump.

The Universal Programme consists of the following key contacts and health and development reviews:

New birth visit. This visit is usually between 10-21 days old. Takes place at home.
6-8-week. This also takes place at home.

8-12 months.

2-2 years 6 months.

The Ages and Stages Questionnaires (ASQ3/ASQSE) are used by Health Visitor Teams during these contacts
to assess a child’s development. This is to ensure they are developing as expected and is part of the Healthy
Child Programme. Communication and Language advice and support is entwined within the universal core
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offer. Information from BBC Tiny Happy People, GM 10 Tips for Talking and other advice via Essential Parent
resource, is all used and shared consistently at this level.

Parents will be invited to complete an ages and stages questionnaire (ASQ/ASQSE) via the GM Early Years
app prior to the appointment. This gives parents the opportunity to inform the team what the child can
already do at home.

Between 4-5 years children transfer to School Nursing Team (This is usually before they start school in
Reception).

Audiology Team

If a child is born in hospital a newborn hearing test may be offered before the baby is discharged. Otherwise,
it will be carried out by a healthcare professional, healthcare assistant or health visitor within the first few
weeks. Ideally the test is done in the first 4 to 5 weeks, but it can be done at up to 3 months of age.

Bury Libraries Team
The library service offers parents and their children, an opportunity to access a range of books, resources
and parent and child sessions.

Bury Council Local Authority Team including Family Hubs
Universal/Universal Plus Parent and Child Sessions offered across Bury
Advice and guidance offered for early years providers from the Early Years Locality Advisors.
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Early years providers offering 3- and 4-year-old funded places.

Eligible for all children from the term after their 3™ birthday. All early year’s providers including schools,
nurseries, pre-schools and playgroups and home-based educators are expected to meet the requirements
and standards of ‘The Early Years Foundation Stage-EYFS Statutory Framework,” September 2021. They are
all also inspected by Ofsted, to ensure the quality and standards of the early years provision meets the

principles and requirements of the EYFS.

Bury Early Years Speech, Language and Communication Universal Digital Support resources

v BBC Tiny Happy People: The BBC have created this interactive resource, which provides ideas and activities to help
promote children’s early speech language, and communication development.

v Greater Manchester (GM) 10 Tips for Talking: These tips have been collated by a range of professionals across
Greater Manchester. They have also been translated into the top 10 spoken languages across GM.

v Universally Speaking: This resource has been commissioned by the Communication Trust. It is a series of booklets for
anyone who works with children and young people. It helps identify if a child is on the right track with their
communication and language development and offers advice and support to help them if they may need any extra

support.

Hungry Little Minds: This interactive resource has been developed by the HM Government to encourage parents and carers to
adopt positive activities and behaviours to boost children’s communication language, and literacy development through play.
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Bury Early Years Speech, Language and Communication Targeted Offer - The section of the pathway
details what is available for those children who may need additional support to help them make good
progress in their Speech, Language and Communication Development

The family hubs across Bury provide families with the integrated support they need to care for their children
from conception, throughout the early years, and into the start of adulthood. This is to enable parents to
establish a firm foundation for their children, from which to meet their full potential in life. Sessions to
support children to be ready for school are run from the hubs and from other areas across the borough. Each
hub has a named Communication Champion who can offer additional support with a child’s speech, language,
and communication development. This may be via a targeted group, or by support via one of the drop-in
sessions. Referrals for additional support can be made via any service working with children aged 0-5.

The team provides a targeted approach to individual and family needs. All families are offered the Universal
Programme; however, some families may require additional support. An antenatal contact-is offered to those
expectant parents who may need specific advice or support early on in their parenting journey. This usually
takes place at home and provides an opportunity to meet the named Health Visitor.

The team may complete an additional assessment to identify the specific need for support. If the universal
health and development review at 2-2 years 6 months identifies a need for further intervention, they
relating to a child’s speech, language and communication development, the child will be offered a ‘WellComm
Screen’. This may be carried out by the Health Visiting Service if the child does not attend an early years’
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setting. If the child is attending a setting, the Health Visiting Team will contact the setting and ask for them
to complete a WellComm Screen. The team may also refer the child and parent/carer to access a targeted
session within the Family Hub, or if needed a referral to the Speech Therapy Team. (see annex A)

If a child has other additional needs as well as speech, language, and communication, you can follow SEND
Pathway (see annex C)

The role of the Communication Champion:

v To oversee the implementation and a consistent approach to WellComm and other programmes to sup-
port children’s speech, language, and communication development across the school/setting (see AN-
NEX B)

v To train and support others team members to keep all up to date re speech language and communica-
tion development.

v To work in partnership with parents and carers, sharing information to support the home learning envi-
ronment, and sign posting them to other areas of support.

v Be an advocate for the voice of the child

v To support fellow practitioners to incorporate appropriate strategies related to speech, language and
communication into the planning process.

v Attend regular communication network meetings, utilising the opportunity to liaise with other muilti-
agency communication champions and share good practice.
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v' Be confident to work and promote the locality pathway by sharing with fellow practitioners/teachers,
parents, and other professionals

v' To raise awareness of SLC for practitioners and parents sharing relevant information and strategies

v To seek out further training and development opportunities to support own continued CPD with regard
to speech, language, and communication.

The Speech and Language Therapy team work with other teams across the pathway to help develop effective
targeted level interventions for children in need of additional support with developing their speech, language
and communication skills. The team also offers training for professionals across the pathway. The team may
give advice to parents and professionals on targeted activities they can complete at home or in the child’s
education setting.

Bury Early Years Speech, Language and Communication Specialist Offer- This section of the pathway is in place for
children who need specialist support in addition to universal and targeted support. This support can be accessed through a
referral to the Speech and Language Therapy service.

The Speech and Language Team helps to support children to develop their speech, language and
communication skills by working closely with the child’s parent/carer and/or educational setting. The service
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offers specialist information and advice to help give those closest placed to the child the skills and confidence
to successfully support their needs.

The Speech and Language Therapy team will complete an assessment based on the areas highlighted in the
referral and by the child’s parent/carer. Assessments will vary depending on each child’s individual needs.

Depending on the outcome of the assessment, there are several possible next steps:

e We may invite parents/carers to attend a workshop to explore different strategies they can use to sup-
port their child’s communication development.

e We may develop an individualised programme targeting identified areas of need. This programme would
be carried out at home by parents/carers and/or in their education setting by an early year’s practi-
tioner.

e We may see children in community clinic for specific interventions, for example, if a child has significant
difficulties with producing speech sounds.

e We may find that support from Speech and Language Therapy is not required at the current time. The
child may be meeting the milestones typically expected for their age, or they may already have the ap-
propriate support in place to meet their needs. In this case, the child would be discharged to targeted or
universal services.
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Where can you find all the information/tools and resources of the Speech, Language and Communication
Pathway?

Bury - 0-5 Speech, Language and Communication Pathway- EY Professional Bury, 0-5 Speech Language and Communication Pathway- Parents/carers version

version -March 2023 Bury Locality

When you find what you're looking for, scroll down to see what is available.

What is the 0-5

Speech, Language

and Communication

Universal 3 0-5's Targeted i 0-5's Specialist i Pathway for 0-5's Universal E 0-5's Targeted E 0-5's Spe
Training/Support Support Support AdditionafliELEIIER Support Support Support

+ 3 + +

New October 2022-
Communication Champion

Dolly Parton Imagination

GM slideshc What is the Parent i Learning to Talk-Guidance : o parents introductionto Bury Porta
Library Information

Sharing Boc Pathway? for parents- NHS-Better Wellcomm
Network- Session 8

Health Start for Life ‘ _
3 oV . 1= - ol e '..[
We have created two padlets that hold mformatlon for you to help gwde you through the tools and resources of our SLC
support pathway.
Please see the links below...
0-5 Speech, Language and Communication Pathway- EY Professional version (padlet.com)

This will support EY Professionals to navigate through the tools and resources of the SLC professional pathway.

0-5 Speech, Language and Communication Pathway- Parents/carers version (padlet.com)

This will support parents to understand the SLC Pathway, and to be able to source information to support their child’s SLC development.



https://en-gb.padlet.com/swalton24/qwz2g7vpr4ep5v0f
https://en-gb.padlet.com/swalton24/Bookmarks
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Early Years Providers
Private nurseries, Pre-schools, maintained nurseries, Home based Educators

The child's Key person
carries out a WellComm
screan within the child's

early years setting.

If child scores amber, repeat
the screening process using the
score sheests from the age
bands below until the child
achieves a green score.
Follow activities and advice
from the “Big book of ideas
for the section above where
the child achieved a green
code and deliver. Monitor
closely (re-assess in 2
months).

ansider referral to Fam Hub session

=Please note if the child is
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use judgerment which section
‘to start the child on.

Consider referral to Family Hub Sessions.
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Early Years SEND Pathveay

shreas of need are |dentified ina childs progress in any pime area where a dhild appears 1o be behind mepected leveds of deseloprmental delay or whene a _“'ﬁl
child’s progress gives cause for concem.

#The SENOOeypersan corsders all the indomma bon about the dhild’s learming and) devebopment fromm within and beyond the setting

#Thi SENOD) Keypersan discusses ansas inwhich the child is irg well and aneas where additional support s nesded with the child’s parentscaners and
compdebes an Early ears SEN tangeted sispport recoed of discussion form and initiates The Story so far or a TAF.

sCurmenit desedlopment assessment information is shared along with information gathered from parenis‘tarers. * Please nobe, the ourent assessment
informatian must show developmental difference & referenced inthe SEMD descriptors Tor early identification® Developrment assesament must | lkstrate the
progress a child has made sinoe commendng the setting and any gaps emenging,

sTracking Data-surmmary of progress to be completes with panents/carers and an Early Years SEND Profike formn

silarager/SENC D identifies assessment of eed in rdation to gaps identified, corsideration is gven to staff practioe and determine lesel of support needed. _J

,
#EY setting implements the Grackated approach of Asces-San-Do-Ardma.

#\Where applicable the manager/SENCD signposts parentsy/carers o altemative serdces and completes relesant referrals. E/G SALT, Oooupational Health
#If the SEMOD requires advice anc guicance with regard ko mext steps they can email: EY.SEN@Sung.gov.uk and request to book anto a Wrbal SEND consubtation
#5EMCI sgnpasts parents/carers to Buny Local Offer

"

*f Eargebed supporied Is neeced, the SERCO |5 required 10 bock anto a wriual SERD consuRation sesshon: Flease erail: EY SEN@EBUry. gov.sk to recuest "'\I
bocking. (SEMD consuliation sessions are schadules ona weekly basis)

sThe Marager/SEMCD campletes an Early Years SEND Advico, Guldanco & EYISF request fonm | lketrating the areas where support)intensention |s required. This
can be for training, further advce/guidarce andfor Earky Fears SEND Induskon Funding. Request i submitted to EV SENSESuny goe.uk along with:

#Early ears SEND Profile

sEdence of dewselopment asessment {ilustrating where the dhild ks cumently functi oning within developrrental mil estones, any progress tre child has rmade
and any gaps Smergingl

sCopy of the healkh vistor 2-pear-old developmental check & EVFS 2qpear Progress Check (If applicable)

sTracking Cata-surmmany of progress.

sFarentscarer and dhild’s Wews

sReports fram professionals from the last 12 monthes (if applicable) For carnple, SALT Care Flan

sfddence of targeted inbenvenbons |Graduated approach, Targeted! intersentons dooument| and

#Tha S30ry S0 Far TAF - wihich st be cormpleted wdth parents and professionaks _‘.IJ

CANINg ng n Working days.

such as Inchsion support Funding, training ar futher adhice andor signposting to other profesionaks. [Please note, the cancoms will not be communlcated via
telephone call)

lE\':nﬂ:rﬁmanur::hulr'piuTﬂ'Hthﬂ:hec Approach

* ON ELPPON FUncing 15 3 ase

#Fram the point at which Inclsion Sepport Funding is allocated the setting shoult ensure an &ction for Inclusion Fan i in place. This will enabiles the Y setting 1o
ensure the effecthee inclusion of a child with 52MN0 and evidenoe interventions and the impact on the dhild's cevelopment with curnent level of Indusion furding.

#This dooument will bransfer with the child to thelr next setting in order 1o erewre continuity b sUppot a searnless transition.

#Tha E¥ setting must attend a SEND consultabion prior to further funcing being agreed

#Tha SENDD takies resporsdbilty bo overses implernentation of the plan and actions agreed. The plan should be used as anorgoing ool for moniboring
progress/accresing reeds and revesing cutcomes. The SENCO must ercure they have reviewsd the Story So Far and base undertaken a mulb-ageroy TAF
meeting where appropr ate.

Council
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