
Flowchart of eligibility for a free school travel pass

Low Income Family1

Yes No

Attending a 

non-faith school

Attending a 

faith school

Under 8 years, where the 

distance is over 2 miles to 

nearest appropriate2 school

8 years and over where 

the distance is over 3 

miles to nearest 

appropriate2 school

If yes – eligible 

for free travel 

pass

11 to 16 years attending 

nearest appropriate2 school 

preferred by religion, faith 

or belief that is more than 2 

miles but less than 15 miles 

from home

11 to 16 years 

attending 1 of 3 

nearest 

appropriate2 

schools that is 

more than 2 and 

less than 6 miles 

from their home

8 to 10 years who 

are attending 

their nearest 

appropriate2 

school that is 

more than 2 miles 

from their home

If yes – eligible 

for free travel 

pass

If yes – eligible 

for free travel 

pass

If yes – eligible 

for free travel 

pass

If yes – eligible 

for free travel 

pass

1 Low income families are those where a parent/carer are in receipt of maximum working tax credit or they are eligible for free school meals.
2 The appropriate school in the case of mainstream education would usually be the nearest school in whose catchment area the pupil resides with the capacity to accommodate them.
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