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6. Invaders!

The disturbed sites of former buildings 
are particularly susceptible to invasion by 
non-woodland species such as Japanese 
Knotweed which shades out other species.
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5. Hornbeam Tree

This tree is the only mature 
Hornbeam in the woods, 
possibly mistakenly planted 
as a Beech. Often used in 
hedging, it has a very hard 
wood, used in mallets, 
rollers and skittles.
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3. Dry-Stone Walls

Dry-stone walls are an 
important feature in 
Chesham Woods and are 
being repaired by skilled 
master craftsmen. Dry-stone 
walls are valuable to wildlife, 
providing shelter and 
protection for insects,
small mammals
and birds.
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A Walk in Chesham Woods
The walk, which is marked by white arrows (highlighted in orange on the map), takes you through four of 
Chesham's six small woods, though there are other paths you may wish to explore. It can be reached from 
Clarence Park (where there is a car park), from Chesham Road, or from Swallow Drive.

The tree species most commonly found are sycamore, beech, oak, ash and lime, with the three ornamental 
woods also containing  chestnut, rhododendron and privet. The hedges are mainly hawthorn. There were 
formerly a number of elms in the woods. These succumbed to Dutch Elm disease and have now been felled.

1. New Planting

The field between Clarence 
Wood and Chesham Primary 
was planted with native 
woodland trees such as oak and 
birch in 1993.  The planting was 
carried out by local residents 
and the BTCV.

2. Regeneration

Many of the trees in the woods are 
of a similar age. This is because the 
woods were grazed until they were 
made stockproof in the early 1990's.  
A new generation of trees is now 
growing, some self-seeded like the 
oaks, others planted like the Hazel 
and Rowan.

4. Hedgerow 
Management

As well as being 
stock fences, hedges 
are valuable wildlife 
habitats. Many of the 
hedges in the 
Chesham area have 
been re-planted or 
'layed' in a traditional 
way by the BTCV.

7. Ornamental Trees

In the grounds of the former Chesham House is a cut leaf 
Beech. It is interesting as it is reverting back to a common 
Beech, containing both the narrower cut leaf and ordinary 
Beech leaves on the one tree.

8. The Beech Avenue

The line of Beech trees is 100 - 
120 years old and probably 
followed an old path or drive to 
Chesham House.  The smooth 
grey trunk columns and high 
arching branches create a 
'cathedral' atmosphere.

9. The Beech Hedge

The line of Beech with twisted 
stunted trunks suggests it was 
once a hedge which has since 
been allowed to over-run.
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10. Gypsy Brook 

The Gypsy Brook is the main tributary of Barn Brook that enters the 
River Roch at Pimhole. The land around the Brook became a 
recreation area when the houses on the Chesham Fold estate were 
built in the 1930's.  The Council landscaped the site in the late 1980's, 
putting in new paths and planting the trees you now see with local 
schools and residents.
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A version of this leaflet is available in Urdu
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